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Gentlemen, 

U  R  Nation  has  been 
obferved  by  Foreigners 
to  abound  in  Maniacs , 
more  than  any  other 
upon  the  Face  of  the 

Earth,  to  our  no  fmall 
Reproach.  The  great  Numbers  con¬ 
fined  in  the  celebrated  Holpital  of  Beth - 
Uhemy  befides  others  committed  to  the 
care  of  private  Praditioners,  and  Mul¬ 
titudes 


titudes  that  are  fuffer’d  to  run  at  large, 
and  frequent  Coffee-Houfes  and  other 
Places  of  publick  refort,  may  perhaps 
have  given  Occafion  for  this  Remark. 

M  any  Reafons  have  been  affigned 
for  this  odd  Phenomenon,  as  the  Cli¬ 
mate,  the  Ufe  of  the  Bible  in  the  Vul¬ 
gar  Tongue,  and  our  Cuftom  of  Feeding 
on  an  Animal  Diet  more  than  any  of 
the  Neighbouring  Nations.  But  to  me 
thefe  Accounts  are  by  no  Means  Satis¬ 
factory  ;  therefore  I  hope  it  may  in  fome 
Meafure  turn  to  the  Emolument  of  the 
Publick,  if  I  make  it  a  prefent  by  your 
Hands  of  fome  Qbfervations  I  have  made 
on  this  Endemial  Malady,  in  a  PraCtife 
of  near  Thirty  Years, 

T  h  i  s  I  undertake  the  more  readily? 
becaufe  I  find  it  has  of  late  increas’d 
ip  much  among  us,  that  there  is  fcarce  a 
Family  in  the  Nation  entirely  free  from  it. 
Upon  this  and  other  weighty  Confidera- 

tions. 


tions,  I  fhall  with  all  pollible  brevity 
give  you  the  fum  of  what  I  have  been 
able  to  collect,  upon  the  itrittell  enquiry, 
and  clofeft  attention  to  thele  miferable 
Lunaticks.  And  in  doing  this,  I  hope  to 
difcharge  the  Duty  of  an  honeft  Man, 
and  a  good  Citizen,  for  I  am  fully  con¬ 
vinced  that  we  are  all  indifpenfably  ob¬ 
lig’d  to  acquaint  the  World  with  every 
new  Difcovery  we  make,  which  may 
tend  to  the  Cure  of  any  Diftemper  Hu¬ 
man  Nature  is  liable  to.  And  that  it  is 
a  high  Violation  of  the  Duties  of  Socie¬ 
ty  to  keep  thofe  Secrets  to  ourfelves  with 
a  Profpecl  of  private  Advantage,  as  is 
the  Practifc  of  too  many,  which,  when 
difcovered,  may  be  of  fervice  to  Millions. 
For  my  part  that  I  may  not  be  fufpe&ed  of 
any  fuch  narrow  and  mercenary  Views, 
I  fhall  induftrioully  conceal  my  Name 
and  Place  of  Abode.  Not  to  mention 
that  Charity  fhould  operate  in  private. 


7T  i  s  a  common  but  unfortunate  Cir- 
Qumftance  attending  Madmen,  that  they 

can  feldom  be  perfuaded  they  are  fo„ 

■  • 

I  fliall  therefore  for  the  Advantage  of 
fuch  as  fliall  in  their  lucid  intervals  per- 
ufe  this  Treatife,  begin  with  a  general 
Hiftory  of  Madnefs  and  its  Symptoms,  as 
I  find  them  defcribed  in  the  Writings  of 
the  Ancients,  who  may  perhaps  have 
more  weight  with  them  than  the  Mo¬ 
derns,  or  Me  their  Contemporary,  though 
I  have  Studied  their  Diftemper  with  great 
Application,  and,  I  hope,  fome  little  Sue- 
cefs. 

A  n  d  if  they  fhould  once  be  convin¬ 
ced  that  they  are  really  Mad,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  they  will  apply  themfelves 
immediately  to  you  Gentlemen  of  the 
Faculty  in  order  to  be  cured  of  this  ter¬ 
rible  Malady.  Should  this  happen,  I 
would  advife  the  Apothecaries  to  buy 
up  all  the  Hellebore  that  they  can  lay 

their 


their  Hands  on,  for,  be  allur’d,  that  Com¬ 
modity  will  grow  very  dear. 

ft 

First  then,  Celsus  fays,  a  *  In  a 
u  Phrenitis  there  is  a  continual  depra- 
“  vation  of  the  Senfes,  or  if  the  Patient 
u  has  fome  little  ufe  of  ’em,  his  Imagina- 
tion  is  Wild  and  Extravagant.  Some 
are  merry,  others  forrowful  and  dejec- 
“  ted ;  fome  only  talk  idly,  others  are 
u  boifterous  and  rude ;  fome  make  ufe  of 
“  Artifice,  others  of  Violence,  to  bring 
a  about  their  Mifchievous  Defigns.” 

“  f  There  is,  fays  the  fame  Author, 
u  another  kind  of  Madnefs,  which  does 


*  Phrenitis  turn  demum  eft,  cum  continua  dementia  efte 
incipit,  aut  cum  aeger,  quamois  adhuc  fapiat,  quafdam 

vanas  Imagines  accipit.  — - alij  hilares,  alij  triftes  funt, 

■  — .  alij - intra  verba  defipiunt,  alij  infurgunt,  &violen- 

ter  quaedam  manufaciunt ;  atque  ex  his  ipfis  alij  nihil  nift 
impetu  peccant,  alij  etiam  artes  adhibent. 

•f*  Tertium  infaniae  genus  eft - —  vitam  ipfam  non  im- 

pediat. - Quidam  Imaginibus  non  Mente  fallunt,  qua- 

lem  infaniem  ;m  Ajacem  &  Oreftem  Poetaritm  Fabulae  fe- 
runt:  Quidam  animo  defipiunt,  Celfus  Lib.  3.  C.  18. 

B  “  not 
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u  not  much  endanger  the  Lives  of  the 
44  Patients.  Some  of  thefe  are  terrified 
44  with  groundlefs  Apprehenfions,  as  Ajax 
44  and  Oreftes  are  reprefented  by  the 
44  Poets ;  and  fome  have  their  intellects 
44  weaken’d  to  a  degree  of  Folly.” 

I  choose  to  make  thefe  Quotati¬ 
ons  from  Celsus  rather  than  Hippo¬ 
crates,  becaufe  Latin  is  more  generally 
underftood  than  Greek. 

Coelius  Aurelianus  gives  us 
the  different  Opinions  of  Plato,  Empedo¬ 
cles,  and  the  Stoicks  concerning Mad- 
nefs.  44  *  Some  kinds,  fays  he,  are  caus’d 
44  by  Bacchus ,  others  by  Venus ,  and  fome 
44  by  Apollo  and  the  Mules.”  And  again, 


*  —  Aliumex  Libero  fieri  Patre i  alium  ex  Amore 

-  —  alium  ex  Mufis - —  Alterum  divinum,  five  immif- 

fum,  ejufque  Appollinem  infpiratorem  efie. — — .  Amor,  vel 
Iracundia,  aut  Msflitudo,  vel  timor,  vel  Superliitio  nimia 

—  Intentio  nimia  Senfuum  &  intelle&us  ob  cupiditatem 
difciplinarum,  vel  quantum  pecunialem,  aut  gloriam.  Cael. 
Aarel.  Morb.  Chron.  Lib.  i.  Cap.  5. 


“  Love, 
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u  Love,  Anger,  Sorrow,  Fear,  Superfti- 
u  tion,  are  different  Caafes  of  this  unhap- 
“  py  Effect;  as  alfo  too  great  a  fond- 
“  nefs  for  Money,  Glory,  or  Knowledge.*” 
Though  I  am  of  Opinion  the  want  of 
a  Paffion  for  the  Jail  is  more  frequent¬ 
ly  the  Cafe, 

The  fame  *  Writer  informs  us,  that 
Madnefs  is  fometimes  contagious,  which 
lorne  late  Obfervations  incline  me  to  be¬ 
lieve. 

These  fhort  Extracts  compar’d  with 
the  Accounts  I  am  going  to  give  of  the 
abovemention’d  Epidemical  Madnefs,  can¬ 
not  fail  to  convince  even  the  Polfefs’d 
themfelves  of  their  deplorable  Condition^ 
if  they  are  ever  fo  happy  as  to  enjoy  the 
leaft  glimmerings  of  Reaion,  and  will  at¬ 
tend  without  Rage  and  Prejudice, 

l  a  m  now  entring  upon  a  very  dif- 
agreeable  part  of  my  Undertaking,  for  it 

B  2  muft 
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muff  be  a  mortifying  Speculation  to  a  Man 
of  common  Humanity,  to  obferve  the  va¬ 
rious  Phenomena  of  this  Proteiform  Ma¬ 
lady ,  as  they  appear  in  different  Perfons, 
according  as  Conftitution,  Education,  or 
particular  Situations  in  Life,  determine 
the  Fury  to  break  out  in  this  or  that  pe¬ 
culiar  Shape. 

1  wul  begin  by  giving  an  Account 
of  its  furprifing  Effects  on  thofe  in  a  high 
Sphere  of  Life,  from  whence  I  will  trace 
it  through  all  its  various  Meanders  in 
different  degrees  of  Mankind. 

W  h  e  n  a  Grandee  or  Minifter  of  State 
is  feized,  his  Imagination  is  fo  vitiated 
that  he  becomes  the  moft  whimfical  in- 
confiftent  Creature  upon  the  face  of  the 
Earth.  He  negle&s  or  defpifes  all  real 
Dangers,  terrifying  himfelf  with  vain  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  Things  that  can  never 
come  to  pafs.  For  Example ;  ’tis  not  un- 
ufual  for  him '  to  imagine  that  the  Cafres 

and 
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and  Hottentots  of  the  Cape  of  Good- 
Hope  are  to  join  the  Spaniards  and  Che - 
roke e-lndians ,  and  that  this  Quadruple 
Alliance  is  to  fit  out  a  Fleet  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  Sail,  which  is  to  have  an  hundred 
thoufand  Land-Forces  aboard :  Tliefe  he 
fore  fees  are  to  fail  to  England, ,  with  a  re- 
folution  to  deftroy  the  eftablifh’d  Reli¬ 
gion,  and  fet  up  Quakerism  in  its  ftead. 
In  order  to  avert  this  Calamity,  he  begs 
the  King  of  Sp ain,  that  he  would  intreat 
the  Great  Duke  of  Tufcany  to  permit 
him  to  fet  up  a  May-pole  in  his  Do¬ 
minions. 

A  s  foon  as  this  Favour  is  granted, 
we  mull  equip  a  Fleet,  which  is  to  Con¬ 
voy  feveral  Regiments  to  Italy,  who  are 
to  Dance  round  about  this  May-pvle ; 
but  they  have  flri <ft  Orders  t  o  run  their 
Heads  againft  it  with  all  their  Force,  tho1 
at  the  Expence  of  a  broken  Skull.  At 
the  fame  time  they  have  the  ftrongeft 
Aflurances  of  a  Cure,  if  all  the  Gens  d* 

Arms y 
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Arms ,  Dragoons,  and  Infantry  of  the 
Kings  of  France ,  Spain,  and  Sardinia, 
can  perform  one,  though  it  fhould  coft 
forty #  or  fifty  Millions.  Then  if  you 
don’t  make  Bonfires ,  and  celebrate 
by  all  poflible  Demonftrations  of  Joy 
this  Coup  de  Maitre  of  Policy,  inconti¬ 
nently  you  are  a  Rogue,  a  Tray  tor,  a  Ja¬ 
cobite,  a  Papift,  a  fturdy  Beggar,  or  a 
Friend  and  Abetter  of  the  Quakers.  Such 
is  their  inconfiftence  in  the  violence  of 
their  Paroxyfms. 

After  fuch  an  infiance  of  Phrenzy 
as  this*  it  will  not  be  furprizing  to  find 
the  Diftemper  break  out  in  very  odd 
ftrains  of  Policy  and  extraordinary  Max-^ 
ims  of  State;  for  a  Specimen  of  which 
taktf  thefe  few  political  Aphorifms,  which 
they  will  frequently  lay  down  with 
great  Confidence,  and  defend  with  that 
Qbftinacy  ufual  with  Madmen. 


THE 


i 


(  1$  ) 


The  moft  expeditious  Way  of  dii- 
charging  the  National  Debt,  is  to  fquan- 
der  our  Revenues  in  Prefents  to  every 
indigent  petty  State,  that  has  the  Impu¬ 
dence  to  beg  Supplies  of  us:  And  to 
keep  ten  or  twelve  Thoufand  Foreigners 
in  conftant  Pay,  who  can  never  poffibly 
be  of  any  Service  to  us. 

The  only  Method  of  preferving 
the  Ballance  of  Europe  is  to  make  our 
moft  inveterate  Enemies  as  powerful  as 
we  poflibly  can,  and  to  aggrandize  thofe 
who  have  done  their  utmoft  to  break  it 
whenever  a  fair  Opportunity  has  offer’d, 
and  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  do  fo  ftill. 

The  only  Way  to  encourage*  and 
advance  our  Trade,  is  to  Compliment 
and  affift  a  Neff:  of  Pirates,  at  the  very 
Time  they  are  making  continual  Depre¬ 
dations,  and  Plundering  our  Trading 
V  effete. 

Not 
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Not  many  Centuries  ago,  I  have 
read,  there  was  a  vaft  Fleet  fitted  out 

o 

to  Chaftife  the  Infolence  of  thefe  Rob¬ 
bers,  as  was  Apprehended;  the  Com¬ 
mander  had  his  Commiffion  delivered 
to  him  feal’d,  which  he  was  enjoin’d  not 
to  open  till  he  had  been  at  Sea  a  limit¬ 
ed  Time:  It  was  his  Duty  to  Obey, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  but  was  fur- 
prized  to  find  his  Orders  run  as  follows. 


To  the  Admiral  of  the  Puif- 
fant  Fleet ,  the  mo fl  politick 
Viiier  of  the  Weft,  fendeth 
Greeting. 


“  O  U  are  to  make  the  beft  of 
A  your  Way  to  New  Spain,  where 
u  you  are  to  find  out  the  moft  unhealthy 
u  and  noifom  Place  that  part  of  the 
World  will  afford  you ;  and  there 

“  you 
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u  you  are  to  lye  till  fuch  Time  as  Fa- 
“  mine,  the  Plague,  and  the  Pox  have 
made  an  End  of  two  Thirds  of  you 
c  at  leaft.  Mean  time  if  you  fhould  meet 
u  with  the  Pirates,  and  fee  them  take 
*  and  pillage  any  of  our  Merchants  Ships, 
“  you  are  to  Laugh  till  you  burft  your 
“  Diaphragm,  without  taking  any  far- 
a  ther  Notice ;  and  fo  I  confign  you  over 
“  to  eternal  Damnation,” 

T  h  £  Admiral’s  Life  had  been  forfeit¬ 
ed  by  Difobedience ;  fo  he  endeavoured 
to  perform  what  was  enjoin’d  him ;  but 
died  of  a  broken  Heart  in  the  Execution* 

This  Madnefs  is  faid  to  have  been 
aggravated  to  this  Degree  of  Virulence 
by  the  Male-Practice  of  a  Sfanifh  Phy- 
fician,  whofe  Name  I  have  forgot,  fent 
hither  by  the  King  his  Mafter,  under 
pretence  of  curing  us  of  a  certain  kind 
of  Marafmusj  attended  with  a  *  BouJimia 
. .  . . ___ . . .  . 


*  An  infatiable  Voracity. 

c 


and 
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and  Third,  which  oilr  Englijh  Grandees 
are  very  fubjeT  to.  This  he  pretended 
to  relieve  by  certain  magnetical  Applica¬ 
tions  to  the  Palms  of  the  Hands  by  way 
of  Amulet. 


W  e  have  had  many  fuch  Praftitioners 
fent  us  by  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain. 
out  of  pure-  Love  and  Kindnefs  to  their 
affii&ed  Neighbours. 

-  1 '  •'  *  *  ;  -"f  y  <  , 

I  have  read  of  one  Dr.  Gondemar , 
a  Spaniard  in  the  Time  of  K.  J——  the 
Firft,  who  was  in  great  efteem  for  his 
Skill  and  Dexterity  at  this  kind  of  Ap¬ 
plication,  which  indeed  perform’d  a  Tem¬ 
porary  Cure,  but  drove  all  the  Patients 
Mad. 

Y  o  u,  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty ,  who 
are  perfeQdy  vers’d  in  the  to  GsToy  of 
Hippocrates ,  the  Auheus  of  the  Chymifts, 

and 


and  the  Modern  Exploits  of  the  no  lefs 
intelligent  Animal  Spirits,  muft  be  fen- 
fible  that  the  iofs  of  a  little  Blood  would 
have  perform’d  a  Cure,  without  the 
fatal  Confequences  of  thefe  pernicious 
Amulets,  and  much  better  feeur’d  the 
Patients  from  a  relap  fe. 

Since  I  have  mention’d  the  Animal 
Spirits,  indulge  me  in  a  Imall  digreffion, 
that  I  may  congratulate  the  Faculty  upon 

thofe  elaborate  Theories  of  the  Moderns 

1  »  -  /  -  ? 

founded  upon  this  important  difcovery. 
Thefe  great  Philofophers  throwing  off 
the  Yoke  of  the  Ancients,  and  not  con¬ 
tenting  themfelves  with  a  ftridt  Atten¬ 
tion  to  common  Senfe,  and  Things  obferv- 
able  by  the  Vulgar,  have  furnifh’d  us 
with  Hypothefes  of  great  Ufe  when 
we  talk  to  Apothecaries ,  Nurjes ,  and  o- 
ther  good  Old  Women,  who  frequently 
ask  Queftions  very  difficult  to  be  anfwer’d 
rationally  without  the  Affiilance  of  thefe 
invifible  Agents.  Now  this  fublime  Dia- 

C  a  led 
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left  not  only  Satisfies  their  Curiofity, 
by  confounding  all  manner  of  Ideas,  but 
has  another  effect  upon  the  Querift  to 
our  Advantage:  For  their  Opinion  of  us 
rifes  in  Proportion  to  their  Ignorance  of 
our  Inability  to  account  for  the  inex-i 
plicable  Myfteries  of  Nature. 

B  u  t  to  return  to  my  Subject, 

I  n  the  Reign  of  our  moft  Religious  and 

Gracious  K.  C -  the  Second,  we  had 

an  Inundation  of  French  Quacks ;  Retalers 
of  Charms,  who  were  permitted  to  prac- 
tife  upon  that  Monarch,  when  he  us’d 
to  be  in  danger  of  a  Marajmus  from 
fome  extraordinary  fpontaneous  Evacua¬ 
tions,  Many  alfo  of  thefe  Empirics 
were  encourag’d  during  the  Reign  of 
his  wife  Succeffor ;  who  ruin’d  his  Con- 
ftitution  without  performing  a  Cure. 


D  u  R  I  N  6 
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During  the  time  of  K.  W- —  and 
Q.  A-—s  Adminiftration  they  were  much 
laid  afide,  till  about  the  Year  ten  one 
Dr.  eP  Aumont  a  Frenchman  reviv’d  the 
Pra&ice,  Thofe  who  are  defirous  to 
know  the  particular  Symptoms  of  the 
then  reigning  Madnefs,  may  confiilt  the 
conduct  of  the  Englijh  at  Utrecht y  Cata¬ 
lonia and  Quebec . 

I  t  would  be  inexcufable  in  me,  if  I 
omitted  this  Opportunity  of  celebrating 
the  gratitude  of  Great-Brztainy  and  do¬ 
ing  Juftice  to  our  own  Phyficians.  We 
in  return  for  the  KindnelTes  of  our  Neigh¬ 
bours  have  frequently  fent  Members  of 
our  own  College,  when  Madnefs  has  been 
Epidemical  amongft  them,  who  have 
practis’d  generally  with  good  Succefs. 

Towards  the  End  of  the  laft  Cen¬ 
tury,  and  in  the  Beginning  of  the  pre* 
f@nt,  our  poor  Neighbours  the  French 

were 
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were  feizM  with  an  unaccountable  Phren- 
zy.  They  rav’d  ftrangely  of  a  great 
painted  Butterfly  with  an  hundred  flings, 
which  they  called  Univerfal  Monarchy ; 
and  were  angry  at  the  Dutch ,  Englijh , 
and  Germans ,  for  keeping  this  Extraor¬ 
dinary  Infe£t  from  ’em. 

They  would  likewife  rove  about  in 
great  Companies  to  the  number  of  Four- 
fcore  or  a  Hundred  ThoulanJ  in  queft  of 
this  imaginary  Butterfly,  throwing  down 
their  Neighbours  Fences,  letting  out  their 
Cattle,  and  doing  them  great  Damage. 

When  they  became  very  trouble- 
fome  to  the  Emperor,  and  had  infe&ed 
fome  of  his  Subjects  with  the  fame 
Diftemper,  one  Doctor  John  Churchill 
was  fent  over  to  Cure  them,  which  he 
happily  perform’d  by  the  following  Me¬ 
thod. 


Having 
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Ha  v  1  ’n  g  found  a  great  Number  of 
them  together  in  Bavaria ,  he  firft  of 
all  took  away  a  great  Quantity  of  Blood, 
and  then  made  them  fuddenly  take  a 
leap  into  cold  Water.  This  pradtife, 
which  is  exaftly  conformable  to  that  of 
the  Greeks  and  Romans ,  fucceeded  be¬ 
yond  Expectation. 

A  s  for  Catharticks  there  was  little 
occafion  for  them,  becaufe  the  Humours 
had  a  great  tendency  to  pafs  off  by  Stool 
whenever  the  DoCtor  came  within  a 
League  of  'em  :  So  great  is  the  force  of 
Imagination ! 

I  t  has  been  apprehended  that  the 
French  are  at  prefent  in  danger  of  a  re- 
lapfe.  If  that  fhould  happen,  we  fhall 
again  have  an  Opportunity  of  exercifing 
our  Humanity.  I  have  been  told  that 
the  Prefident  of  our  College  has  former¬ 
ly  praCtifed  fuccefsfully  at  an  Hofpital  near 

Oudenarde , 
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Qudenarde  ;  and  that  an  Honorary  Fel¬ 
low  one  Dr.  Campbell  acquired  much  Ex¬ 
perience  and  Fame  by  prefcribing  to  thefe 
French  Enthuflafts  :  Therefore  Ihould 
they  unhappily  relapfe,  the  Remedy  is  at 
Hand. 

B  u  t  to  return  to  our  noble  Maniacs — 
According  to  an  Obfervation  of  Coelius 
Aurelianus,  which  I  before  omitted 
with  a  defign  to  mention  it  here,  that 
the  refemblance  of  the  Ancient  and  Mo¬ 
dern  Madnefs  might  more  plainly  appear  • 
They  fometimes  fancy  themfelves  *  Ora¬ 
tors,  Poets ,  Tragedians ,  Comedians,  and 
fometimes  believe  themfelves  invefted  with 
Regal  Authority.  And,  endeavouring  to 
acf  up  to  thefe  imaginary  Characters,  ex- 
pofe  their  Phrenzy  to  all  the  World. 

H  ence  fome  lefs  diligent  Obfervers 

have  taken  occafion  to  pronounce  them 

-  -  . . . -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  - 

*  Sic  denique  furens  alius  fe —  exiilimavit —  Oratorem, 

alius  Tragoedum,  vel  Comcedum,  — - — alius- — - 

muiidi  fe  cenlutn  tenere. 

Fools, 
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.Fools;  not  charitably  confidering  that  fuch 
wild  Actions  are  owing  to  a  Deprava¬ 
tion  of  the  intelle&ual  Faculty  occafion’d 
by  a  Phlogofls  Sprituum  Animalium , 
whofe  P  roc  at  ar  flick  caufe  is  Repletion^  as 
will  more  fully  appear  hereafter. 

However  though  they  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  in  the  right,  it  will  not  break 
in  upon  my  Theory,  but  may  ferve  to 
reconcile  the  old  Stoical  Paradox,  which 
aiferts  that  all  Fools  are  Mad. 

I  should  not  omit  one  Circum- 
ftance  which  is  common  to  thefe  with 
moll  otherLunaticks,  viz.  that  they  believe 
themfelves  the  only  fober  People  in  the 
Nation.  And  to  fuch  a  degree  of  Extra¬ 
vagance  do  they  carry  this  Whim,  that 
they  are  perpetually  diftributing  Papers 
and  Books  about  the  Kingdom,  tending 
to  perfuade  the  World  that  their  frantick 
Authors  and  Abetters  are  juft,  prudent, 
and  politick,  and  that  all  Mankind  be- 

D  fides 
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Tides  are  Villains,  Madmen,  or  Ideots. 

« 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  Cure. 

From  the  voracioufnefs  of  their 
Appetites  ,  and  quicknefs  of  Digeftion 
we  may  eafily  apprehend  the  Diflemper 
is  owing  to  a  Plethora ;  for  which  rea- 
fon  Evacuations  of  ail  kinds  are  indica¬ 
ted.  Thefe  however,  muft  be  ufed  with 
Caution ;  for  though  fame  have  been 
brought  to  Reafon  by  Operations  of 
this  kind  directed  on  purpofe ,  and 
others,  being  reduced  to  a  fpare 
Diet  by  the  lofs  of  their  Eftates,  Places, 
and  Penfions,  have  accidentally  recover’d, 
yet  a  far  greater  number  has  been  driven 
into  a  contrary  and  more  deftrudive  kind 
of  Rage  by  the  Regimen  aforefaid  too 
feverety  infilled  upon. 

W hen  I  have  difpatched  this  kind 
of  Madnefs  I  intend  to  give  fome  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  other :  Mean  while  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  examine  into  the  con- 

dud 
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du£t  of  fome  other  Nations  both  Anci¬ 
ent  and  Modern,  who  have  been  afflict¬ 
ed  with  this  dreadful  Calamity. 

The  Athenians  in  the  cfrre  of  this 
kind  of  Mandnefs  prefer’d  the  juice  of  the 
Cicnta  or  Hemlock  to  Hellebore.  They  had 
alfo  an  Operation  which  they  call’d  QJira- 
ciftn ,  which  was  a  particular  way  of  ap¬ 
plying  the  Tefiacea ,  which  are  known 
to  be  great  fweetners  of  the  Blood. 

The  Romans  thought  a  fright  would 
have  a  good  effect  upon  the  Spirits,  as 
had  been  experienced  in  Love-maniacs, 
who  us’d  to  leap  from  a  Rock  at  the 
Promontory  of  Leucate,  and  purfuant  to 
this  opinion,  fometimes  caft  the  Patient 
from  a  precipice  call’d  the  Tarpeian  Rock. 
Subito  terrei  6j?  expavefcere  in  hoc  malo 
frodefly  fays  Celfus. 

The  modern  Method  of  Cure  is  fome- 

4 

what  different  from  the  Ancients.  The 

D  2  Turks 
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Turks  feem  to  think  this  Madnefs  akin  to 
that  which  is  caus’d  by  the  bite  of  the  Tar* 
antula ;  and  his  fublimeHighnefs  keeps  cer¬ 
tain  Muficians  conftantly  in  pay,  that  they 
may  be  ready  to  perform  upon  their  In- 
ftruments,  in  cafe  any  of  his  Minifters 
fhould  upon  a  fudden  Emergency  have 
occafion  tor  them.  Thefe  are  call’d  Mutes , 
and  play  upon  a  fingle-ftringM  Inftrument, 
which  bears  fome  refemblance  to  the  Bri- 
tifli  Hurdy-Gurdy. 

The  Munificent  Kings  of  France  have 
provided  an  Hofpital  for  the  Entertain¬ 
ment  of  their  Maniacs,  commonly  known 
by  the  Name  of  the  Bafiile :  Nor  do  we 
want  one ;  though  it  is  not  fo  often  made 
ufe  of  as  might  be  wiili’d  :  However 
when  it  is,  our  Phyficians  feem  to  think 
Mufick  neceffary :  But  we  make  an  Ad¬ 
dition  to  the  Oriental  fingle-ftring’d  In- 
ftrument,  and  force  the  Patients  to  join  in 
Concert  with  the  Performers,  who  are 
not  Mutes :  This  is  praftifed  with  fo 

much 
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much  fuccefs,  that  generally  after  the  Ting¬ 
ing  a  Pfalm  or  two,  the  difeafed  falls  a 
capering  and  dancing  as  long  as  his  Breath 
will  laft,  and,  as  foon  as  the  Jig  is  over, 
becomes  as  grave  and  fbber  as  if  he  had 
never  been  Mad. 

I  h  a  v  e  alfo  known  bleeding  plenti¬ 
fully  in  the  internal  jugular  Veins,  ufquc 
ad  animi  deliquium  of  fingular  Service ; 
but  this  being  a  bold  piece  of  pra&ife, 
Phyficians  don’t  care  to  venture  upon  it, 
unlefs  in  extreme  neceffity,  for  fear  of 
being  call’d  to  account  for  it,  though  it 
fhould  fucceed. 

This  Method  was  very  much  in  vogue 

in  the  Reign  of  K.  C -  the  Second, 

and  was  prefcrib’d  to  feveral  who  either 
were  not  in  the  leaft  Mad,  or  if  a  little 
infefted,  might  have  been  cured  by  O- 
perations  lefs  violent.  And  perhaps  this 
is  the  Reafon  why  the  Praftife  has  been 
pretty  much  laid  afide. 

I  N 
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l  n  others  the  fame  Diftemper  appears 
with  fome  variation  of  Symptoms,  verg¬ 
ing  towards  Melancholy.  Thefe  are 
perpetually  raving  againft  the  Iniquity  of 
the  Times,  Evil  Minifters,  Bribery,  Cor¬ 
ruption,  and  a  thoufand  Chimeras  which 
have  no  exiflence  but  in  their  deprav’d 
Imaginations. 

Sometimes  they  will  fhriek  out  ail  on 
a  fudden,  and  fwear  there  is  an  Excife- 
man  in  a  corner  of  the  Room,  with  his 
Breeches  down,  and  will  throw  a  Glafs 
of  Wine  in  your  Face,  it  you  don’t  con- 
fefs  you  fmellan  abominable  ftink.  At  an¬ 
other  time  this  imaginary  Excifeman  has 
a  defign  upon  their  Teeth,  their  Snuff¬ 
boxes,  their  Eyes,  or  Tobacco-ftoppers. 

I  t  is  very  remarkable,  that  all  who  are 
affected  in  this  Manner  have  a  particular 
Regard  and  Veneration  for  each  other, 
and  a  moft  extravagant  Averfion  to  every 

Body 


f  31  ) 

Body  befides.  When  they  meet  with  any 
Stranger,  the  firft  thing  they  do  is  to  feel 
his  Pulfe,  and  if  they  perceive  it  beats 
like  their  own,  they  are  immediately 
feiz’d  with  a  Sympathetick  Pharoxyfm., 
and  embracing  him,  howl,  and  figh,  and 
groan,  and  lament  the  deftiny  of  their 
bleeding  Country ;  never  regarding  whe¬ 
ther  he  is  a  Bifhip,  or  a  Tinker,  a  Judge 
or  a  T — T — man,  a  Privy-Councellor, 
or  a  Prize-Fighter.  Then  will  they  fit 
down  and  drink  to  great  excefs ;  and  no 
fooner  are  they  elevated  to  a  certain  pitch 
but  they  draw  their  Swords,  and  threa¬ 
ten  with  horrid  Imprecations  to  cut  off 
every  Mans  Ears  who  will  not  think 
and  aft  as  they  do,  and  a  (lift  them  in 
redrelfing  their  imaginary  Grievances. 

’T  i  s  very  fortunate  that  this  Species 
of  Madnefs  is  attended  with  an  uncom-  . 
mon  *  Judrophobia,  otherwife  the  Con- 


*  A  dread  of  Men. 
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fequences  might  be  fatal.  But  fhould 
they  meet  with  any  Man  in  his  Senfes, 

that  alone  is  reafon  fufficient  for  their 
difpleafure,  which  will  break  out,  as  foon 
as  ever  his  back  is  turn’d,  in  Words  very 
familiar  to  them,  fuch  as  Ideot,  Puppy, 
Scoundrel,  Betrayer  of  his  Country,  and 
many  other  well-bred  Expreflions  of  the 
like  kind. 

Patriotism  is  what  they  above  all 
Things  affeQ: :  For  this  Reafon  you  will 
fee  Multitudes  of  them  eniring  Cities 
and  Boroughs  in  Cavalcade,  playing  ten 
thoufand  Monkey-tricks,  and  throwing  a- 
way  immenfe  Turns  to  the  Populace,  while 
their  Tradefmen  go  unpaid,  and  their 
Families  are  ruin’d  and  ftarv’d. 

- —Neqiie  enim  loeulis  comit antibus  itur , 

- ... - .—Pofita  fed  luditur  Area. 

Ju  v.  Sat.  I. 
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They  are  paffionately  fond  of  an  En¬ 
tertainment  of  their  own  Invention,  which 
they  call  Hunting  the  Visier  Azem.  This 
odd  kind  of  Diverfion  confifts  in  oppof- 
ing  him  in  every  thing  he  does,  not  re¬ 
garding  in  the  leaft  whether  it  be  right 
or  wrong.  And  if  they  meet  with  a  Dif- 
appointment  in  the  Chace,  which  gene¬ 
rally  happens,  they  immediately  fall  into 
Convulsions,  fcreaming,  kicking,  Scratch¬ 
ing,  biting,  and  raving  of  Liberty,  Pro¬ 
perty,  Places,  Penfions,  the  golden  Age, 
red  and  blue  Ribbons,  Standing  Armies, 
the  Millennium,  and  a  thoufand  other 
Inconsistencies,  without  any  manner  of 
Order  or  Connexion.  But  they  mull:  be 
very  far  gone  before  they  arrive  at  this 
pitch  of  Extravagance. 

Whilst  fuch  are  disturbing  the 
Peace  of  Mankind  in  populous  Cities, 
others  of  a  more  Saturnine  Complexion 

retire  into  the  Country,  and  divert  them- 

E  Selves 


4 


(  34  ) 

{elves  with  beating  and  kicking  their 
Servants,  Wives,  and  Children,  and  knock¬ 
ing  down  every  old  Woman  and  Rag' 
man  that  comes  in  their  way :  Nor  do 
their  rational  Neighbours  efeape  Perfecu- 
tion,  if  thefe  Lunaticks  ever  liave  it  in 
their  Power  to  injure  them. 

7T  t  s  obferv’d  that  all  the  abandon’d 
Rakes,  Atheifts,  and  Proftitutes  have  this 

troubleiome  Diftemper  complicated  with 

* 

a  filthy  Difeafe  which  I  don’t  care  to 
Name. 

* 

A  s  that  fpecies  of  Madnefs  I  firfi*  de~ 
fcrib’d,  proceeds  from  a  Plethora ,  this 
has  a  quite  different  Caufe,  viz.  Empti- 
nefs,  which  the  dilTecfion  of  feveral  who 
have  died  raving,  confirms;  in  thefe  the 
Glandula  Piuealis  was  fcarce  fo  big  as  a 
Pins  head,  the  Cerebellum  dry,  fhrivePd, 
and  of  a  lefs  bulk  than  ufual,  and  few  or 
no  traces  of  Ideas  could  be  obferv’d  in 
the  Corpus  Callofum. 
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I  apprehend  this  to  he  akin  to  that 
which  our  Judicious  Countryman  Dr.  Sy¬ 
denham  informs  us  is  fometimes  the  con- 
fequence  of  profofe  Evacuations,  for  I 
myfelf  know  many  Cafes  where  the  Pa¬ 
tient  has  run  ftark  Mad,  upon  being  re¬ 
duced  to  a  low  diet,  by  the  lots  of  a 
Place  or  Penfion,  as  was  before  hinted 
at. 

However  this  hazards  the  Patients 
Life  more  than  the  former,  nor  is  it  lefs 
dangerous  to  others,  for  they  are  exceed¬ 
ingly  dextrous  at  plotting  Mifchief,  unlefs 
carefully  watch’d.  This  is  fa  exactly  con¬ 
formable  to  what  CcLsushas  obferv’d  that 
I  can’t  forbear  giving  you  the  paffage 
in  his  own  Words.  *  Alt]  artes  adhilent% 
fummamque  ffeciem  fanitatis  in  €  aft  midis 
m alarum  o£enm  occafimibus  f  relent. >  fed 
exitu  defrehenduniur .  Therefore  they 
are  not  to  be  trufted . 


*  Ceifus,  Lib.  3.  Cap.  18. 

E  2 
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The  Methods  of  Cure  which  have 
been  recommended  in  the  firft  fpe- 
cies  are  rather  too  violent  in  this ; 
Indeed  the  practife  of  Bleeding  in  the 
internal  Jugulars  was  fuccefsfully  applied 
to  this  Difeafe  about  Fifteen,  when  it 
was  very  Epidemical,  and  the  Patients 
extremely  wild  and  raging :  But  I  rather 
blame  the  Doctors  who  dire&ed  it,  for 
I  am  convinced  by  a  Multitude  of  cafes 
that  the  Method  of  cure  by  Evacuatio?is 
is  too  rough,  and  that  Restoratives 
feldorn  faii  of  fuccefs.  I  do  not  however 
much  difapprove  dry  Friftions,  which  are 
recommended  by  the  ufe  Asclepiades 
made  of  them,  who  pradtis’d  at  Rome 
in  the  Time  of  the  War  with  Phyrrhus 
Thefe  fhould  be  perform’d  with  a  mo¬ 
dern  Strigil  call’d  a  Cat  of  Nine-Tails  \ 
and  for  want  of  fucb  an  Inftrument,  I 
have  known  a  Remillion  procured  by  a 
fuccedaneous  Cudgel  or  Horfe-whif. 
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This  Mania  lias  a  great  tendency  to 
a  Species  of  Madnefs  formerly  fo  epide¬ 
mical  in  thefe  Kingdom?,  that  few  or 
none  efcaped  the  Infection.  Dr.  Swift , 
an  eminent  Phyfician  has  given  an  account 
of  it  in  the  Cafe  of  a  certain  Nobleman, 
whofe  Name  was  Peter ;  this  illuftrious 
Perfon  would  have  perfuaded  his  Fami¬ 
ly  that  all  manner  of  Meats  and  Drinks 
were  contained  in  a  piece  of  dry  Bread, 
and  that  every  Body  would  be  damn’d 
who  did  not  believe  fo.  He  would  alfo 
curfe  and  fwear,  and  fall  into  violent 
raving?,  if  you  did  not  think  fo  too. 
You  will  find  a  particular  account  of  the 
Symptoms  at  large  in  the  above-mention¬ 
ed  Author,  to  whom  I  refer  you. 

For  a  great  many  Centuries  the  moft 
Eminent  in  the  Profeffion  could  find  no 
cure  for  this  unaccountable  Malady,  till 
at  laft  one  Dr.  Harry  Tudor  (for  the  Phy- 
ficians  themfelves  were  alfo  infefted)  be- 


kg  extravagantly  ill  of  this  Phrenzy, 
even  fo  far  as  to  write  a  Book  in  its 
defence,  in  time  perceiv’d  that  Nature 
endeavoured  to  throw  oft  the  Diftemper 
by  a  land  of  Crt/isy  which  periodically 
aflfc&ed  the  Pudenda  with  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Tumor* 

Hence  judging  the  Diftemper  to  a~ 
rife  from  a  Delete  riutn  quid  in  Spirit  thus 
Animalibus  deJitefcens ,  lie  apply M  himfelf 
to  find  out  a  Cure  with  great  Succefs; 
For  making  fome  Experiments  upon  w  hole 
Societies  of  thefe  Franticks,  who  had  re¬ 
tired  into  Hofpitals  erected  in  the  richeft 
and  moft  beautiful  Situations  of  the 
Kingdom,  by  the  exuberant  Charity  of 
weak  Women,  departing  Mifers,  and  ex¬ 
piring  Tyrants,  and  finding  thefe  periodi¬ 
cal  Tumors  in  the  Pudenda ,  with  which 
moft  of  them  were  affe£ted  to  a  violent 
degree,  had  not  fo  falutary  effefts  upon 
them,  as  he  had  experienced  in  himfelf; 
fee  like  a  wife  Phyfician  follow’d  the  fteps 

of 
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of  Nature,  and  fupplied  the  defeft  in  this 
Crifis  by  fupplementai  Evacuations  of  an¬ 
other  kind.  By  this  Treatment  almoft; 
the  whole  Nation  was  cured. 

Indeed  fbmetime  after,  an  ignorant 
quacking  Woman  call'd  Mad  Mole 
had  like  to  have  made  us  all  relapfe* 
for  her  Education  being  fuch  as  by  no 
means  qualified  her  for  the  praftice  of 
Phyfick,  Hie  would  often  miftake  the  cafe, 
and  take  it  into  her  head  that  certain  Peo¬ 
ple  were  Mad,  though  not  one  Symp¬ 
tom,  of  it  appear’d,  but  the  contrary. 
Thefe  fhe  would  confine  without  regard 
to  Rank,  Age,  or  Sex,  and  order  them 
to  be  whip’d,  and  lofe  vaft  quantities  of 
Blood.  She  was  alfo  paffionately  fond  of 
the  hot  Regimen,  and  would  almoft  roaft 
her  Patients  by  exceffive  Fires. 

T  h  e  s  e  Operations  kill’d  fome,  others 

went  Mad  in  earned:,  and  the  reft  were 

\ 

forced  to  diffemble  it,  for  fear  of  having 

their 
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their  cafe  miftook.  Her  Stages  were  e- 
refted  in  many  parts  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  at  this  day  there  are  the  remains  of 
one  near  Baliol  College  in  Oxford * 

Had  not  her  Death  prevented  it,  kis 
likely  flhe  would  have  been  call'd  to  ac-° 
count  for  Male-pracHce,  as  were  a  Race 

t 

of  Phyficians  whofe  Names  were  S — ~ 
half  a  Century  after  ;  and  indeed  we  had 
all  been  driven  Mad  by  one  Dr.  J —  S — 
fince  deceafed,  had  not  this  Method  been 
taken. 

About  the  Year  Twelve  we '  were  a  - 
gain  in  fome  danger,  which  has  been  faid 
to  be  owing  to  the  Ignorance  or  Vil- 
lany  of  an  eminent  Apothecary  one  H- — 
<S~  J — confpiring  with  a  Diathefis  in - 
flammatoria  then  reigning. 

These  Phyficians  were  Prefidents  of 
a  College  in  Weflminfier ,  confifting  of 
Honorary  Fallows,  and  others  that  were 

elect, 
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elcft,  to  the  number  of  fix  or  leven  Hun¬ 
dred.  Now  thefe  Prefidents  have  fome- 
times  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  a  little 
touch’d,  and  have  fet  up  for  themfelves, 
without  the  Affiftance  or  Advice  of  their 
Collegues;  and  upon  a  Remonftrance 
from  the  Members ,  have  flown  into 
flxange  vagaries ;  raving  of  an  Encroach¬ 
ment  upon  their  Prerogative,  curfing  and 
fwearing,  and  ftamping,  throwing  their 
Hats  and  Wigs  into  the  Fire,  and  affirm¬ 
ing  themfelves  to  be  the  foie  Arbiters 
of  Praftice,  and  that  the  reft  were  only 
Slaves  and  Apothecaries  to  make  up  what 
Medicines  they  fhould  vouchfafe  to  dire£E 
Such  always  turn’d  out  moft  execrable 
Practitioners,  and  have  conftantly  been 
expell’d  to  prevent  Mifchief. 

N  othing  can  be  more  deplorable 
than  the  above-mention’d  Diftemper 
when  it  feizes  on  the  Reverend  the  Clergy. 
For  then  the  Direftors  of  the  Faithful, 
the  Sources  of  Knowledge,  the  Lumina- 

F  ries 
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lies  of  the  World,  behave  as  if  poflefs’d 
with  more  Devils  than  enter’d  into  the 
Samaritan  Herd  of  Swine.  So  various 
and  extraordinary  are  its  Appearances 
in  thefe  Holy  Men. 

Som  e,  whofe  Intellects-  are  naturally 
weak,  affeft  a  ftrange  kind  of  Gravity  and 
Referve ;  and  fancying  themfelves  Ambaf- 
fadors,  Lords,  or  Princes,  treat  with  the 
utrnoft  Infolence  the  Vulgar  and  unfanQT 
fy’d :  So  they  are  pleas’d  to  think  every 
body  befides  themfelves,  with  a  Referve 
only  to  fuch  as  have  the  difpofal.  of  any 
confiderable  Church  Preferment :  As  the 
Greeks  treated  the  reft  of  the  World  as 
Barbarians ;  and  the  Jews  were  only  ci¬ 
vil  to  thofe  Potentates  who  affifted  ’em 
in  building  or  beautifying  their  Temple. 
Mean  time  to  fuch  as  have  it  in  their 
power  to  encreafe  their  Revenues,  are 
they  the  moft  abjeft  fawning  Slaves  upon 
the  face  of  the  Earth.  Thefe  are  ador’d 
more  than  the  Eaftern  Monarchs,  and 
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with  a  greater  Excefs  of  Flattery ;  as 
may.  be  feen  in  the  Reverend  Mr.  D- — s 
Dedication  prefix’d  to  a  Latin  Tranfla- 
tion  of  Cafiiglionfs  Corteggiauo  ;  where 

the  prefent  Lord  M - is  complimented 

upon  his  great  Abilities  for  Wreftling,  and 
kicking  Foot-ball ;  tho’  he  is  one  of  the 
leaft  Men  m*England,  and  the  moft  un¬ 
likely  to  excel  at  fuch  kind  of  Exercifes. 

Many  Inftances  of  this  may  alfo  be 
found  in  the  Works  of  a  certain  Poetical 
and  Frolickfome  Divine,  a 

*  Polite  Apofiate  from  Gocds  Grace  to  wit 

as  he  himfelf  informs  us  ;  thereby  proftitut- 
ing  his  Religion  and  the  Grace  he  menti¬ 
ons  to  a  low  Witticifm.  This  unfortunate 
Gentleman,  negle£ling  the  feverer  ftudies 
of  Divinity,  and  applying  himfelf  to  the 
Mufes,  made  himfelf  much  taken  notice 
of  for  certain  ElTays  in  Metre  upon  the 
Love  of  Fame,  and  fome  of  the  moft  exe~ 

*  Vid.  Univerfal  Paflioru 
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crable  Sermons  that  ever  were  preach’d 
or  printed.  . 

The  lame  Perfon  in  a  fit  of  Lunacy 
fome  years  ago,  took  a  ftrange  averfion 
to  S  h  a  k  e  s  v  e  a  r  e  ;  infomuch  that  du¬ 
ring  the  Operation  of  fuch  Catharticks  as 
his  Phyficians  thought  proper  to  direct, 
lie  would  make  ufe  of  nothing  but  a  leaf 
out  of  this  Dramatick  W riter :  And  this 
"Whim  he  continu’d  till  he  had  utterly 
Ipoil’d  that  celebrated  Tragedy,  the  Moor 
of  Venice.  Thofe  who  have  a  mind  to  be 
acquainted  with  more  particulars  of  his 
Cafe,  may  form  a  juft  Idea  of  it  by  per¬ 
illing  the  Oceati,  and  other  fulfom  pieces 
of  Poetry,  by  the  fame  Author,  publifh’d 
in  fubfequent  Paroxyfms. 

But  to  return  from  this  Digreflxon.— — 

I  f  any  of  their  unhallow’d  Inferiors, 
as  they  call  ’em,  take  the  Wall,  or  ac¬ 
cidentally  tread  upon  their  Toes,  they 

will 
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curfe  ’em  with  a  fhew  of  great  fan£tity, 
and  affirm  they  have  forfeited  all  pretence 
to  eternal  Salvation  by  fo  impious  and 
horrid  a  Sacrilege. 

They  never  omit  an  opportunity  of 
contradicting  any  one  who  happens  to  af¬ 
firm  a  T ruth  in  their  prefence,  tho’  never 
fo  plain  and  intelligible.  And  to  reafon 
with  ’em  is  doing  nothing  ;  for  tho’  you 
prove  your  Alfertion  from  Euclid  or 
Sir  Isaac  Newton,  all  the  effe&ithas 
is  to  fet  them  a  curling  you  and  all  the 
Mathematicians  in  the  World,  till  they 
are  out  of  Breath,  and  calling  you  aftu- 
pid  Coxcomb,  an  Atheift,  and  an  Ene¬ 
my  to  the  Church :  For  they  will  tell 
you  that  their  Grandmothers  and  Nurfes 
believ’d  the  contrary,  and  therefore  tho’ 
Archimedes  was  to  rife  from  the  dead, 
they  would  neither  be-  convinc’d  by  a 
Demonftration  nor  a  Miracle. 
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B  u  t  if  you  once  contradift  any  of 
thefe,  immediately  laying  afide  all  regard 
to  the  great  Duty  of  Charity,  they  be¬ 
come  your  irreconcileable  Enemies,  pur- 
fuing  the  Offender  with  Vengeance  to  his 
utter  Deftruclion,  if  they  are  able  to  ac- 
complilh  it. 

Since  Madnefs  has  been  fo  Epide¬ 
mical,  this  Spirit  of  Perfecution  has  been 
of  great  prejudice  to  the  Interefts  of  Re¬ 
ligion  ;  and  has  made  more  Infidels  than 
all  the  fuperficial  Arguments  of  profefs’d 
Atheifts  and  Libertines  againft  Chriftia- 
nity.  For  whilft  thefe  Maniacs  extol 
Humility,  Meeknefs,  Charity,  Patience 
and  Humanity;  and  at  the  fame  time 
Mankind  with  open  Eyes  behold  ’em 
Proud,  Palfionate,  Cruel  and  Revengefull ; 
weak  Minds  will  naturally  conclude  that 
their  Teachers  are  not  in  earned: ,  but  in 
reality  Infidels  themfelves ;  fince  their 
Practice  fo  manifeftly  gives  the  lye  to 

their 
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their  Do&rines,  and  they  neglect  them- 
felves  thofe  Duties,  which  they  affirm 
to  be  the  Conditions  of  Salvation  to 
others. 

But  the  Wifer  fhould  confider,  that 
fuch  Conduff  is  not  owing  to  Artifice; 
but  is  a  Symptom  of  the  Epidemical  Mad- 
nefs  I  have  been  delcribing ;  againft  which 
Reafon  is  of  no  more  Efficacy,  than  a- 
gainft  the  Paroxyfm  of  an  Ague :  Or  the 
celebrated  Apathy  of  theSTOicics,  againft 
the  Torments  of  the  Gout  or  Stone. 

I  n  others  of  thefe  afflicted  Fathers  the 
Diftemper  is  attended  with  a  very  odd 
Circumftance,  which  may  be  call’d,  not 
improperly,  Cynanthropia ,  from  the  Pa¬ 
tients  affection  for  the  company  of  Dogs. 
Perhaps  this  may  be  that  fort  of  Mad- 
nefs  which  Co  emus  Aukelianus  in¬ 
forms  us  was  call’d  Mania  from  a  Greek 
Word  which  fignifies  to  be  aione, 
in  regard  to  the  Paflion  thefe  Maniacs 

have 
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have  for  Solitude.  Thefe  you  will  lee 
ranging  the  Defarts,  and  traverfing  the 
Fields  accompany ’d  only  with  Dogs, 
whom  they  are  perpetually  talking  to 
and  treating  as  Rational  Creatures  :  Tho* 
fometimes  they  will  fall  into  violent 
Rages,  and  beat  the  unfortunate  Animals 
moft  unmercifully. 

Others,  like  Domitian,  are  paffion. 
ately  fond  of  playing  with  Flies ;  inlb- 
much  that  if  the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  or  any 
Accident  prevents  their  getting  ''em,  you 
will  fee  thefe  diftrefled  Artificers  as  in¬ 
tent  upon  counterfeiting  thefe  Infects,  as 
if  the  Welfare  of  the  Church  depended 
upon  their  Induftry  and  Application  to 
this  Entertainment.  Thefe  think,  becaufe 
the  Apoftles  were  Fifhermen,  and  left  their 
Trades  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  that  they 
are  indifpenfably  oblig’d  to  abandon  the 
Trade  of  preaching,  and  turn  Fifhermen 
by  a  whimfical  Vice  Verfa  Rule,  which 
they  religioufly  adhere  to. 
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I  t  is  an  Obfervation  of  one  of  the  *An- 
tients,  that  Maniacs  learn  Agronomy 
without  being  Taught.  Ours  indeed  are 
ho  great  Aftronomers ;  but  they  have  a 
furprifing  Facility  at  learning  Backgam¬ 
mon,  Whisk,  All-Fours,  and  fuch  elegant 
and  ufeful  Sciences,  as  if  they  were  in- 
fpir’d.  You  feldom  meet  with  one  who 
is  not  an  extraordinary  Bowler,  info- 
much  that  they  will  hazard  the  Re¬ 
venue  of  a  whole  Week  upon  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  a  fingle  Bowl. 

They  will  alfo  frequently  be  terrify’d 
with  Apprehenfions  that  the  King  is 
fending  a  Regiment  of  Dragoons  to  Pifs 
down  the  Church-porch,  and  infinuate 
that  the  Church  itfelf  will  be  next  at¬ 
tack’d. 

T  h  e  v  have  one  unaccountable  Symp¬ 
tom  attending,  which  is?  that  they  fall 
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afleep,  or  become  blind  immediately  up¬ 
on  taking  a  Latin  Book  into  their  Hands. 
They  have  alfo  as  great  an  averfion  to 
Greek,  but  more  particularly  to  Hebrew 
Chara&ers,  as  thofe  who  have  been 
bit  by  a  Mad-Dog  have  to  Water.  In¬ 
deed  our  Maniacs  have  no  relifh  for 
Water;  but  Fluids  of  moft  other  Kinds 
they  are  extreamly  fond  of,  and  will 
fwallow  down  in  great  Quantities. 

°T  i  s  farther  Remarkable  that  moft 
of  thefe  are  affected  with  a  Satyriafis , 
very  troublefome  to  themfelves  and 
Neighbours;  which  is  manifeftly  mor¬ 
bid,  becaufe  of  its  violence. 

The  Method  of  Cure  in  thefe  Cafes 
is  a  particular  kind  of  rough  Shaft fm 
or  Fejication ;  fomething  like  what  the 
Vulgar  improperly  call,  Jiriftng  their 
Gowns  over  their  Ears .  But  I  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  you  Gentlemen  of  the  Col- 

lege, 


(  5*  )■ 

lege,  ferioufly  to  confider  of  fome  pro¬ 
per  Specifick,  which  may  be  more  ef¬ 
fectual  than  any  hitherto  di (cover’d  a- 
gainft  fuch  enormous  Symptoms. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  that  the  in¬ 
fected  will  be  outragioufly  angry  at  me 
for  attempting  their  Cure.  But  from 
the  fober  part  of  the  Clergy  I  expect 
other  Treatment.  Let  fuch  be  allur’d 

r 

that  no  Man  living  has  a  greater  V ene- 
ration  for  them  than  my  felf ;  and  that 
one  great  defign  of  my  writing  this 
Treatife  was,  to  weed  out  of  their  Or¬ 
der  fo  reproachfull  and  pernicious  a  Dif- 
temper. 

But  amongft  all  the  melancholy  ef¬ 
fects  of  this  raging  Diforder,  none  ap¬ 
pears  more  worthy  of  Attention  than 
the  Cafe  of  the  tender  Sex.  For  when 
a  Lady  is  feiz’d,  which  frequently  hap¬ 
pens  about  the  Age  of  Fifteen,  file  im- 
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mediately  fancies  herfelf  a  Nymph,  an 
Angel,  or  a  Goddefs.  And  throwing  off 
all  manner  of  regard  to  the  greateft  Duties 
of  Life,  file  harnelfes  herfelf  with  a 
load  of  Ribbons,  Tinfel,  and  all  manner 
of  infignificant  Fopperies,  and  fpends  her 
Time  in  running  from  one  publick  place 
to  another;  and  all  this  to  afford  and 
vouchfafe  an  Opportunity  of  Adoration  to 
our  Inferiour  Sex. 

Some  pretend  there  is  a  Furor  Uteri - 
nils  generally  attending,  of  which  thefe 
fallys  are  only  Symptoms:  But  I  can’t 
pretend  to  determine  whether  there  is 
or  not,  having  practis’d  very  little  upon 
this  fort  of  Maniacs,  However  thus  far 
is  certain,  that  they  ufually  lay  hold  of 
the  firft  opportunity  that  offers  of  retir¬ 
ing  privately  with  the  moft  worthlefs 
Fellow  they  can  find;  and  upon  thefe 
Occafions  they  are  fubjeft  to  Fits,  which 

,  piake 
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make  ’em  tumble  Backwards,  and  fall 
into  ftrange  Convulfions. 

They  have  one  Singularity  peculiar 
to  themfelves  and  Turkeys:  For  if  you 
hang  a  piece  of  Scarlet  Cloath  upon  a 
Fellows  Shoulders,  they  will  follow 
him  with  the  utmoft  eagernefs  all  over 
the  World.  This  however  muft  be  un- 
derftood  of  the  Younger  fort;  for  the 
more  experienc’d,  as  I  have  frequently 
obferv’d,  are  fonder  of  Black ;  efpecially 
if  the  Furor  is  very  ftrong  upon  ’em* 

This  Phrenzy  often  comes  to  a  Crifis , 
and  fixes  upon  the  *  Abdomen ,  which  ap¬ 
pears  (well’d  as  in  a  f  Tympanitis. 
But  in  procefs  of  Time  this  Tumor  is 
difcharg’d  by  proper  Critical  Evacuations, 
and  the  Patient  is  well  for  fome  time, 
tho7  very  fubje£t  to  Relapfes, 


f  A  kind  of  Dropfy. 


*  The  lower  Belly, 
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I  find  this  Diftemper  is  not  peculi¬ 
ar  to  my  Fair  Country-Women;  but  on 
the  contrary  very  Antient,  and  frequent 
amongft  the  Greek  and  Roman  Ladies. 

Homer  tells  us  of  one  *  Polymele 
a  famous  Dancer,  the  Daughter  of  Phylas , 
who  retiring  to  the  top  of  a  Houfe  with 
one  Hermes  a  Highwayman  and  Pick¬ 
pocket,  was  feiz’d  with  fuch  a  Paroxyfm 
as  the  abovemention’d,  and  afterwards 
with  a  Tumor,  of  which  fhe  got  cur’d 
in  a  reafonable  Time. 

Juvenal  informs  us  that  the  Ro¬ 
man  Emprefs  f  Julia  was  very  fubjeft  to 
thefe  Tumors ;  hut  being  a  little  impati- 


*  Vid.  Horn.  II.  1 6.  V.  1 80. 

f  Cum  tot  abortivis  foecundam  Julia  vulvam 
Solveret,  &  patruo  fimiles  effunderet  offas. 

i  Ju.v.  Sat.  2. 
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ent  file  would  never  let  ’em  come  to  ma¬ 
turity,  but  us’d  to  forward  the  difcharge 
too  precipitately ;  and  for  this  reafon  re¬ 
laps’d  fo  often,  that  I  am  afraid  by  the 
Circumftances  it  muft  be  a  long  time  be¬ 
fore  fhe  got  cur’d. 

Tla  c  i  t  u  s  alfo  gives  us  fome  fecret 
Memoirs  of  the  Emprefs  Meffalina ;  by 
which  it  appears  fhe  was  not  entirely 
free  from  a  Madnefs  very  like  that  I 
have  been  defcribing  of  the  modem  La¬ 
dies.  Many  other  celebrated  Inftances 
may  be  met  with  in  the  Writings  of 
the  Ancients. 

Give  me  leave  to  affign  a  probable 
Reafon,  why  this  Phrenzy  takes  fuch 
an  extravagant  Turn  in  the  Fair  Sex. 

There  are  in  every  corner  of  this 
populous  City  certain  Phyficians,  Fol¬ 
lowers  of  Herodicus,  who  was  the 

fixft 
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fir ft  that  apply’d  the  Gymnaftick  Art  to 
Medicinal  Purpofes.  To  the  Care  of 
thefe  it  is  the  cuftom  to  commit  the 
Britifh  Ladies  very  young,  in  order  to 
be  inftructed  in  the  Art  of  ufing  all  the 
Organs  Nature  has  furnifh’d  ’em  with 
to  the  greateft  Advantage.  This  was 
alio  a  Roman  Cuftom,  as  may  be  col- 
lefted  from  Horace ,  who  feems  to  have 

been  well  acquainted  with  it., 

>  » ■  * 

Motus  doceri  gaudet  Jonicos 
Mat  lira  Virgo ,  if  fingitur  artubus 
Jam  nunc,  if  inceftos  amores 
De  tenero  meditatur  mgui, 

Mox  juniores  qiurit  Adulteros 

Inter  Mariti  vina - 

Hor.  Carm.  L.  3.  Od.  6. 

What  efle&s  this  may  have  upon 
a  tender  Imagination ;  and  what  a  Turn 
it  may  give  to  the  abovefaid  Diftemper, 
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I  need  not  be  tedious  in  explaining  to 
you  Gentlemen,  who  are  abundantly  con- 
verfant  in  all  kinds  of  Natural  and  Ex¬ 
perimental  Philofophy. 

I  t  may  not  be  amifs  -however  to  ob- 
ferve  that  the  Gymnaftick  Art  takes  it 

Denomination  from  yujjivos^  which  fig- 
nifies  naked  \  becaufe  the  ancient  EXer- 

tf 

cifes  were  perform’d  without  any  Co¬ 
vering.  But  in  our  Northern  Climate 
the  Profeflbrs  indulge  their  Pupils  in  the 
ufe  of  Cloaths,  whilft  they  are  Learning ; 
but  fo  loon  as  they  are  arriv’d  at  any 
degree  of  Perfection,  they  are  encourag’d 
to  Praftife  what  they  have  learn’d  naked, 
as  far  as  the  Waft  at  leaft,  as  is  the  mari¬ 
ner  of  fome;  or  in  their  Shifts  only. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  Mad- 
nefs  with  which  our -young  Gentlemen 
are  greatly  afflicted,  and  which  1  chufe- 
to  treat  of  in  this  Place,  becaufe  it  makes 

H  the 
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the  Patient  become  a  Woman  in  every 
Inftance  that  Nature  will  admit  of:  As 
in  Drefs,  Conversation,  Delicacy,  Senti¬ 
ments,  Diverfions,  and  Tafte.  They  in- 
duftrioufly  avoid  the  Society  of  any  thing 
that  has  the  Appearance  of  a  Man,  and 
affe£i  the  Company  of  Females  only* 
Not  with  any  fimfter  Defigns ;  for  I  muft 
do  ’em  the  Juftice  to  fay  they  are  in¬ 
capable  of  doing  any  *  Mifcliief. 

This  explains  a  paflage  in  Herodo¬ 
tus,  which  is  fomewhat  obfcure,  and 
has  given  his  Interpreters  a  great  deal  of 
Trouble.  That  Hiftorian  informs  us 
that  the  Goddefs  Venus  fent  amongft 
the  Scythians ,  tSie  QnteTa,  in  revenge 

for  their  having  violated  her  Temple, 
Thefe  words  have  been  varioufly  ex¬ 
plain’d  :  But  I  am  fatisfy’d  the  Criticks 
are  generally  mifiaken ;  for  Herodotus 
certainly  means  that  the  Goddefs  plagu’d 
the  Scythians  with  fuch  a  Diftemper  as 

our 
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our  modern  Beaux  are  troubled  with. 
And  this  Conjecture  is  fupported  by  a 
PafTagc  in  Hiffocraies ,  who  fays,  that 
People  were  remarkable  for  their  Impo¬ 
tence. 

I  a  m  furthermore  greatly  Miffeken  if 
Co  elius  Aureli  anus  does  not  defcribe 
the  Cafe  I  am  at  prefen t  treating  of, 
in  his  Chapter  *  de  MoUtbus  five  jub- 
which  the  curious  Reader  may 
confide. 

As  to  the  Cure  of  our  Fair  Maui- 
acs,  I  know  of  none  that  will  effectual¬ 
ly  guard  againft  a  Relapfe,  though  ma* 
ny  ways  have  been  try’d.  The  Spaniards 
have  a  f  ProfhylaBkh  Operation,  which 
is  perform’d  by  means  of  a  Padlock .  But 
the  Ladies  of  Great-Britain  have  iuch 


*  C>  9,  L.  4.  Morb,  Chron, 
f  Freffrvative, 
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an  Abhorence  of  this  Practice,  that  I 
think  it  is  never  likely  to  prevail  among!! 
us. 


I  entirely  difapprove  of  the  Ex- 
orcifm  perform’d  by  the  Prieft,  whilft  the 
Patient  Rands  before  him  in  a  White- 
Sheet.  For  this  generally  makes  her 
grow  worfe.  The  only  Things  I  flia  11 
recommend  are  Strong  Exercife  and  Hard- 
Labour  ;  which  may  be  equally  Service¬ 
able  to  the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  above. 
mention’d,  and  may  with  a  proper  Regi¬ 
men  do  Wonders.  The  former  will  find 
their  Account  in  beating  Hemp.  The 
latter  may  have  an  Opportunity  of  en¬ 
deavouring  at  leaft  to  ferve  their  Coun¬ 
try  in  the  enfuing  War,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  are  purfuing  a  Cure: 
But  if  they  fhould  decline  this,  I  would 
humbly  advife  that  they  may  be  oblig’d 
to  aflift  the  Ladies. 
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The  laft  fpecies  of  Madnefs  I  fhall 
take  notice  of,  is  more  pernicious  in  its 
Confequences  to  others  than  any  I  have 
hitherto  treated  of,  and  worfe  to  the  Pa¬ 
tients  themfelves ;  becaufe  of  the  bad  ef- 
fetts  it  has  upon  their  Morality :  For  thefe 
unfortunate  Gentlemen  have  a  fyftem  of 
Ethicks  peculiar  to  themfelves ;  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  of  Plato ,  and  all  other 
Philofophers,  and  directly  contrary  to  that 
of  the  Holy  Scripture  in  every  Article. 

They  are  perpetually  raving  ofjuf- 
tice,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  induftrious,  and  indeed  dexte¬ 
rous  in  perverting  it,  and  turning  it  into 
the  Channels  of  Injury  and  Oppreffion: 
Infomuch  that  he  is  in  the  moft  efteem, 
who  has,  by  the  greateft  Pains  and  Ap¬ 
plication,  beft  qualifi’d  himfelf  for  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Hell. 

That 


f 
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That  this  Affertion  may  appear  be¬ 
yond  a  poffibility  of  Contradiction,  I 
will  give  yon  one  of  their  Maxims  by 
way  of  Example,  which  I  have  chofen 
from  amongft  abundance  of  others  too 
flagitious  to  be  even  mention'd,  ’Tis  an 
Article  of  their  Faith,  that  ?tis  merito¬ 
rious  to  affift  a  Friend  or  a  Stranger,  (for 
’tis  equal  to  them)  with  all  the  Artifice 
and  Eloquence  they  are  Matters  of,  in 
any  Controverfy,  tho’  they  fhould  not  be 
certain  he  is  in  the  right ;  nay,  notwith- 
ftanding  they  are  convinc’d  he  is  entire¬ 
ly  in  the  wrong :  Nor  do  they  in  the 
leaft  regard,  that  if  the  Adverfary  has 

«r 

juftice  on  his  fide,  they  are  committing 
the  ffioft  flagrant  piece  of  Viliany  Hu¬ 
man  Nature  is  capable  of.  This  is  a  ftrain 
even  beyond  the  Courage  of  the  Swifs ; 
for  they  only  venture  their  Bodies,  with¬ 
out  enquiring  into  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe 
they  are  engag’d  in ;  whereas  our  ManF 
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acs  brave  even  Hell  itfelf  at  a  much 
greater  hazard. 

I  t  has  indeed  the  Appearance  of 
great  Complailance,  that  thefe  unhappy 
People  fliouid  rifque  fo  much,  in  order 
to  ferve  a  Man  perfectly  indifferent  to 
em.  But  this  obliging  Temper  has  far¬ 
ther  Views:  For  the  Confequences  al~ 
ways  make  it  plainly  appear,  that  fuch  ex¬ 
traordinary  Kindneffes  are  intended  chiefly 
to  gain  Opportunities  of  Picking-pockets  • 
This  is  a  Diverfion  they  take  great  de¬ 
light  in ;  and  at  which  they  are  fo  dex¬ 
terous,  that  by  a  Sympathetick  Magick 
peculiar  to  tliemfeives,  they  will  do  it 
at  the  diftance  of  an  hundred  Leagues. 

What  I  have  faidmufl:  beunderftood 
of  the  foberer  part :  For  fuch  as  have 
the  Diftemper  to  any  great  degree,  will 
make  court  to  each  of  the  contending 
Parties,  in  order  to  ferve  them  both  alike. 

T  H  E  S  E 
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These  and  the  Spamjh  Madmen  of 
the  Inquifttion,  are  by  moft  People  and 
Nations  juftly  efteem’d  the  Scandal  and 
Reproach  of  Human  Nature.  But  it 
would  be  a  very  difficult  task  to  deter¬ 
mine  which  of  the  two  are  worft. 

From  the  extream  Virulence  of  this 
Difeafe  many  have  thought  its  fpecifick 
Caufe  to  be  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
ancient  Demoniacs,  or  poffefs’d  with 
Devils ;  fince  nothing  lefs  couid  produce 
fuch  horrid  Symptoms.  And  indeed 
there  is  a  great  fimilitude  between  ’em. 

The  Accounts  the  Greek  Phyficians, 
Orilafius ,  JEtius ,  and  fEgineta  give  us 
of  thefe  Demoniacs  is,  that  they  frequent 
the  Tombs,  and  howl  like  Wolves; 
(  Whence  the  name  of  Lucanthropia  has 
been  given  to  this  Diforder.)  As  alfo 
that  this  Diftemper  rages  moft  at  the 

latter 
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letter  end  of  January  and  beginning  of 
February ;  and  again  in  October  and  No¬ 
vember.  And  in  England  about  the  fame 
Times  of  the  Year  near  Weftminfttr- 
Abby  are  always  found  Multitudes  of 

*  Yhefe  yelling  Monflers  that  with  ceaj~ 
lefs  cry , 

howl  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  facred 
Fabrick  and  adjacent  Hall  horribly  re¬ 
found  with  the  hideous  Clamour. 

A  n  d  to  this  Place  at  the  Seafons  afore- 
faid  do  abundance  of  thefe  Maniacs  refort 
from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  great  conformity  betwixt  this 
modern  Diforder  and  the  ancient  Demoni- 
acifm,  will  no  doubt  convince  fuperficial 
Obfervers,  who  have  been  inclin’d  to 


*  Vi d.  Paradife  Loft.  Book  2.  Yer.  795. 

I  impute 
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impute  this  Conduct  to  a  Selfifh  and 
Knavifh  Malignity,  that  the  Cafe  is  real¬ 
ly  Morbid,  however  it  may'  have  ap¬ 
pear’d  to  them.  And  the  univerial  Bene¬ 
volence  I  have  for  the  whole  Race  of 
Mankind  inclines  me  to  hope,  that  the 
Depravation  or  Lofs  of  their  Underftand- 
ings  will  make  the  Curfes  of  Widows 
and  Orphans  fall  lighter  upon  them ;  for 
undoubtedly  without  fuch  an  Alleviation 
they  would  deferve  the  utmoft  that 
could  be  imprecated  againft  ’em. 

H  o  w  e  v  e  r  as  this  Mania  is  very 
Contagious  as  well  as  Diabolical,  the 
Diforder’d,  who  are  exceedingly  numer¬ 
ous,  demand  at  leaft  iome  care  in  this 
World,  whatever  may  be  their  fate  in 
the  next. 

Therefore  iince  I  don’t  in  the 
leaft  expect  to  relieve  the  minuteft  Symp¬ 
tom  of  fo  ftubborn  a  Difeafe  by  any 

1  Pre- 
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Prefcriptions  of  my  own,  all  I  can  do  is 
to  recommend  ’em  to  Dr.  l&tt ctj, 

who,  tho’  an  Emperick,  is  the  only  Man 
I  ever  yet  heard  of,  that  could  boaft  of 
the  leaft  Succefs  in  his  Practice  upon  this 
kind  of  Maniacs.  It  feems  he  has  a  Fa- 
mily-fecret,  which  never  fails  of  perform¬ 
ing  a  Cure;  tho’  I  have  been  told  it 
throws  the  Patient  into  a  very  dangerous 
Afthma.  However  it  is  the  Intereft  both 
of  the  Diftemper’d  and  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  that  fomething  fhould  be  at¬ 
tempted  at  all  hazards, 

Other  Experiments  have  been  try’d 
upon  thefe  Maniacs ;  as  Bleeding  in  the 
Ears,  Cataplafms  of  Turnip  tops,  and 
Liniments  compos’d  of  rotten  Eggs,  com¬ 
monly  call’d  Liniment  a  ex  Ovo ;  but  all 
to  no  manner  of  purpofe.  Even  the  late 
endeavours  of  our  illuftrious  College  to 
promote  this  defirable  end  have  hitherto 
been  ineffe&ual.  Some  very  competent 

I  2  Judges 
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Judges  have  not  fcrupled  to  affirm  that 
the  Symptoms  have  been  lo  exafperated 
by  thefe  honeft  Attempts,  that  in  their 
Opinion  the  utter  extermination  of  thefe 
Maniacs  from  the  Face  of  the  Earth  is  ab* 

,  t 

folutely  neceflary  to  the  Repofe  of  Man¬ 
kind. 

The  ill  fuccefs  of  the  College  has 
been  matter  of  Aftoniflhment  to  all  the 
World,  that  is  acquainted  with  the  Hon¬ 
our,  Learning,  and  Wifdom  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  :  But  it  becomes  lefs  wonderful, 
when  ’tis  confider’d,  that  feveral  have 
been  eletfed  Fellows,  who  are  ftrongly 
fufpectcd  of  having  no  fmall  degree  of 
Infeclion ;  and  therefore  are  unwilling  to 
concur  in  prefcribing  Phyfick,  which  they 
themfelves  would  be  oblig’d  to  take. 
Now  thefe  are  too  artful  to  patronize 
their  own  Madnefs  openly,  (For  Maniacs 
exceed  other  People  in  Cunning,  as 
Aristotle  pbferves,)  but  abufing  the 

con- 
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confidence  plac’d  in  ’em  by  their  Collegues, 
they  have  taken  care  fo  to  embarrafs 
the  Counfels  of  their  Brethren,  when¬ 
ever  this  Affair  has  been  under  their  Con- 
fideration,  that  every  innovation  in  Prac¬ 
tice  has  aggravated  the  Diftemper  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  I  really  believe  one  other 
Amendment  would  ruin  the  whole  Na¬ 
tion,  unlels  the  interefted  Fellow's  above- 
mention’d  are  expell’d  before  ’tis  attempt¬ 
ed. 


I  f  luch  a  thing  lhould  ever  happen,  I 
apprehend  the  Companion  I  have  for  thefe 
Maniacs,  and  fuch  as  are  miferably  affec¬ 
ted  by  their  Conduct,  would  have  ample 
matter  wherewith  to  gratify  itfelf.  For 
then  might  I  hope  to  fee  one  or  other  of 
the  /C etch  Family  licens’d  and  fix’d  in 
every  large  Town  of  Great -Britain^  for 
the  benefit  of  fuch  as  are  moll  Raging; 
and  the  Hofpital  of  Newgate  enlarg’d, 
and  converted  into  a  Lazar,  for  the  Re¬ 
ception 
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ception.  of  all  that  are  in  a  lefs  degree 
infefted. 

These  Things  I  recommend  to  the 
ferious  Confideration  of  thofe  whofe  Duty 
it  is  to  watch  over  the  Health  of  the 
Nation. 

There  is  one  Circumftance  which 
is  common  to  all  forts  of  Madnefs,  in- 
fomuch  that  it  feems  to  be  its  Charafte- 
riftick,  or  Profrium  quarto  modo ,  as  the 
Logicians  exprefs  themfelves.  This  is  a 
violent  and  unaccountable  Averfion  which 
the  Patients  take  to  their  Phyfician. 
Therefore  if  any  Perfons  fhould  be  ob- 
ferv’d  to  rail  againft  and  abufe  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  thefe  Sheets,  let  them  be  imme¬ 
diately-  feiz’d  and  confin’d  j  for  depend 
upon  it  they  are  infected  with  one  kind 
or  other  of  thofe  Madneffes  I  have  been 
treating  of :  Otherwife  they  have  no 
juft  caufe  of  Complaint  againft  me.  If 

they 
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they  are  in  their  fober  Senfes,  why  fhould 
they  lift  voluntarily  into  any  particular 
Clafs  of  Maniacs  ? 

As  for  the  Lunaticks  themfelves,  I 
have  treated  ’em  with  all  imaginable 
Tendernefs ;  and  have  not  in  the  leaft 
aggravated  the  Misfortunes  of  the  wretch¬ 
ed.  Therefore  let  them  take  Care:  Fortho’ 
I  don’t  much  regard  what  People  fay 
who  are  not  themfelves  ;  yet  ’tis  pof- 
fible  I  may  not  always  keep  my  Tem¬ 
per.  And  if  I  am  provok’d,  I  (hall  pub- 
lifh  a  Lift  of  particular  Madmen,  in  ten 
Volumes  in  Folio,  which  I  have  now 
by  me,  and  will  be  ready  for  the  Prefs 
fo  foon  as  my  Amanuenfis  has  tranlcrib’ci 
them. 

POSTSCRIPT : 

I  Purposely  omitted  treating  at 
large  that  fpecies  of  Madnefs  which  is 
caus’d  by  Apollo  and  the  Muses,  be- 
eaufe  I  would  not  interfere  with  Dr.  Alex¬ 
ander 
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Pope,  who  feems  to  have  undertaken  thofe 
that  are  afflicted  with  it  by  the  Great * 
As  they  are  in  very  good  Hands,  I  fhall 
ody  obferve  that  his  Namefake  Alexander 
the  Son  of  Phillip ,  who  in  every  thing 
form’d  himfelf  upon  the  Model  of  Achilles , 
did  the  ProfefTors  of  Phyfick  the  Hon¬ 
our  of  Studying  their  Art,  in  imitation 
of  that  Hero.  This  Monarch  was  the 
firft  who  found  out  a  Cure  for  this  kind 
of  Phrenzy,  having  made  a  fuccefsful  Ex¬ 
periment  upon  one  Cheerilus ,  who  was 
affe£ted  with  it  to  a  miferable  Degree: 
Arid  ever  fince,  a  Box  on  the  Ear,  or 
Kick  on  the  Breech  has  always  procur’d 
a  Remiffion  at  leaft ;  and  proper  Repeti¬ 
tions  of  the  fame  have  leldom  fail’d  of 
performing  an  entire  Cure. 

FINIS. 


